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About February every year the hook-swinging fes-
tival is celebrated in connexion with the worship of
Durgarnma.1 Originally devotees swung from the top
of a high pole by hooks fastened through the muscles of
their backs ; but in these days only an effigy is swung
from the pole. It is quite common, however, for
devotees to come to the shrine with silver pins fastened
through their cheeks. These pins are about sis inches
long, and rectangular in shape. They are thrust through
both cheeks, and then fastened, just like a safety-pin.
The devotee comes to the temple with his cheeks pierced
in this fashion, and with a lighted lamp in a brass dish
on his head. On his arrival before the shrine, the lamp
is placed on the ground, and the pin removed and offered
to the goddess. I was told that the object of this cere-
mony is to enable the devotee to come to the shrine
with a concentrated mind!
It was also formerly the custom for women to corne
to the shrine clad only in twigs of the margosa tree,
prostrate themselves before the goddess, and then
resume their normal clothing. But this is now only
done by children, the grown-up women putting the
margosa branches over a cloth wrapped round their
loins.
The ceremonies performed in the Mysore State,
further south, do not materially differ from those already
described, though they seem in some places to have
been greatly influenced by sun-worship.
Bangalore. In Bangalore there is a shrine of
Mabesvaramma, at a village near the Maharajah's palace.
The popularity of the shrine seems to have declined in
recent years, but daily offerings of fruit and flowers,
camphor and incense are still made, and on Tuesdays
and Fridays people sometimes bring fowls and sheep to
offer to the goddess. When there has been illness in a
house, or when, for some other reason, special vows
have been made, women often come to the shrine with
a silver safety-pin thrust through their cheeks, as is
1 See p. 59, n. 1, above.